68  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter accepted the British monarch. "He is a King who
__1   functions entirely, so far as Irish affairs are concerned,
at the will of the Irish Government/' and "nobody has
dared to say that at present the constitutional rela-
tionship between this country and the King is such
that the King can deviate in the slightest way from
the advice tendered to him on any and every point by
the Government of this country". "The situation as
accepted is that of a constitutional monarchy in which
the monarch definitely obeys the will of the people,
and if he ceases to obey, he ceases to be constitutionally
monarch." This doctrine1 he reinforced by insisting
that for ten years there had been no instance of the
King rejecting any advice tendered. In the same spirit
during the King's long illness it was insisted by the
Free State that the question of appointing persons to
sign official documents for His Majesty should not have
been determined by the British Government without
consultation, and at its wish all Irish documents re-
quiring the royal signature were signed only by the
royal members among those empowered. Further, since
1931 the Free State has discarded entirely the use of
the British Government as an intermediary between
them and the King, and documents are submitted to
the latter either through the High Commissioner in
London or by the Irish Minister for External Affairs,
the Private Secretary to the Bang arranging for inter-
views.
The privileges gained by the Free State are of course
at the disposal of any other Dominion, and the normal
rule that the Bang in any matter affecting a Dominion
must act on the advice of that Dominion, whether
1 Keith, Speeches and Documents, pp. 247, 248.